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No more Interesting game counld be pos
gible to play or watch than that which is
pow engaging Emperor Willlam of Ger-
many and his brother-ia-law, Prince Adolph
of Schanmburg-Lippe, on the one band
and Count Leopold = Lippe-Belsterfeit,
backed by the pegple of Lippe-Detmoid, on
the other.

The point involved is largely technical
and duly aristocratical. Count Leopold,
who has for a wife the Princess Marie of
Hesse, curious!y enough had for his great-
grandmother that exceedingly charming
German woman, Modeste Von Unrith, who,
while connected with the very highest
aristocracy of both Bavaria, Saxony and
Frauce, or, in other words, Alsace-Lor-
raine, came just & trifle short of belonging
to that haute noblesse which is composed
exclusively of reigning famiiies or of those
whose families have reigned.

This latter nobility is .called “med!-
atized” That is to say, the grand noblesse,
while mot actually engaged in the busi-
ness of reigning, must bhave done so at
some time. In the latter case, Emperor
William and the other chiefs of European
aristocracy bave consented to recogmize
the “mediatized” families as equal in rank,
although temporarky out of a job in the
king business. X

Emperor Willlam, as the federal head of
the German Confederacy of principalities
and kingdoms, has once again attempted to
push one of his own relatives into a com-
fortable berth by treading on the sovereign
rights of & petty German kingdom. Lippe-
Detmold, which is about one-haif the size
of the State of Delaware, and contains a
population of about 140,000, bas decided,
bowever, by the vote of its General Coun-
efl, that it prefers for its ruler Count Leo-
pold; who.. will, .therefore, succeed his
father, Count Ernst. The entire affdir is
wrapped up with the family connections
of Emperor Willlam, as his candidate,
Prince Adolph,
Kaiser's favorite sister, the Princess Vie-
toria.

To go back to the beginning, It was
pine years ago that Prince Waldemar of
Lippe-Detmold died, and owing to the fact
that his younger brother, Prince Alexan-
der, was, as he still is, Insane, a regency
became necessary. Prince Waldemar had
in his lifetime nominated as future re-
gent, Prince Adolphus of Schaumburg-
Lippe, himself g cialmant to the succession
of the Lippe-Detmold principality, and
brother-in-law of Emperor William by his
marriage with Pripcess Victoria of Prus-
sla. Prince Adolphus accordingly as-
sumed the regency when Prince Waldemar
dled, in 1896.

In the meantime, however, a protest
against this settlement bad been entered
by the head of the collateral line of Lippe-
Beisterfeld, Count Ernst, who <clalmed
both the regency and the uitimate suecces-
slon. A special eourt of arbitration, com-
posed of six members of the Sapreme Court
of the empire, with the late King Ailbert
of Saxony st their head, sat to decide the
question ; and. dismissing the conteation
of the rival lines that the Lippe-Beister-
feld clailm was vitiated because Count
Ernst’s grandmether had been a woman
of the petite noblesse, it declared him aepti-
tied to the ultimate swecession. 2

Prince Adolphus of Schaumburg-Lippe
thereupon. withdrew from Detmold, pro-
claiming his regency at an end. Count
Ernst of Lippe-Beisterfeld stepped into his
place and was weleomed as the “popular”
candidate to the dignity, which he occupiéd
until his recent-death.

No soouner, however, was Count Ernst’s
personal claim established than the contro-
versy entered on a fresh phase. The rival
lines of Schaumburg-Lippe and Lippe-
Weissenfeld challenged the claim of bis
descendants to succeed, on the ground that
bis wife, ljke his sancestress already re-
ferred to, was merely of the petite no-
blesse.

The government of Lippe Detmold, with
the Diet's consent, settled this question, as
far as it was concerned, by promuigating
2 law giving succession to Count Leopold,
Count Ernst's eldest son. There was an
appeal by the rival lines to the Federal
Council of the Empire, and speculation
was rife In Germany as to whether this
body would, or would not, declare itself
competent to deal with the case. In Janu-
ary, 1809, it 4id s0o In 2 guarded judg-
ment, which affirmed that there was then
no adequate mecessity for actually settling

the succession; while addihg that its ver--

dict was without prejudice to any future
decision on the walidity of the Lippe-
Detmold law.

Emperor WilLar's Sister Wants
Thi: Throne.

The Princess Vietorla, who Is quite a
charming woman, with a marked family
resemblance to the Emperor himself, is
decidedly ambitions. Sbhe is disposed to
take as a personal affroat the fact that,
while the sister of the Emperor bimself,
she is not a consort of a reigning monarch
in & land where soyereigns, counts, princes
and dokes are as thick as and
where an expoess train in a day’s run could
easily pass through 15 of 20 separate'and
distinct states of Bret class.

Prince Adolpbus, who is a descendaat | a
of a younger sovereign than the line rep- | Detmoid, -
, Tese.ted by the Count Ermst, '-"'f
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throne of Lippe-Detmold for over. 30
years, but while the Emperor is all-pow-
ertal i certai matters, such' as control-
ing the army and mavy of his emplre, the

—

Schaumburg- s
ovet | throne in the cosy little palace of Det- |

the Intriguing and scheming which domi-,
nates and very extensively corrupts the
{mperial circies of Germany. Count Ernst,
the eldest son of Count Leopoid, had
barely sighed bis last breath im the pal- N
sce of Detmold before the Emperot bad
sent Count Lippe-Weissenfeid to Detmold
for the purpose of persvading the coun-
cll, which is the representative bady ia
the little kingdom, to pass by Count Leo-
pold and pominate jn his stead Prince
Adolphus. . Apy nember of wires were
pulied. The Emperor's émissary bad a
gatehel rull of jeweled crosses acd as uo-
limited supply of decorations by which to
the affections of the Detmold

engage
Coonell. In other words, the Ewmperor

" attempted at once; to create & lobby in

this little legis.ative body snd he hoped
to use siraight Eoglish, by buyinog up
these council members to rafiroad bis
throneless brother-in-law Adolpbus  of

into the te-aathil4

mold.
How the Z: -reror Played and Lost
the Threne.
Unfortunately for the Emperor’'s
schemes in Prince Adoiphus’ behalf, the
people of Lippe-Detmold zre very pros-
perous, self-asserting and a stroagly iode-
pendent set of burghers, and they did not
lis= Prince adoi-uaus personally; there-
fore, they rebuffed the attempt of the.
Emperor. As a matter of fact, however,
Connt Leopold and his wife, the Princess

living for nine years in the midst of these
people and all the time with an eye om
the possibility of an empty throne that
might be kept ‘i their branch of the
family. :

Count Leopold. who wears a Vandyke
beard parted in the center and a grace-
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‘Marie, were esceedingly popular with the ;
average citizen of Detmiold. Young, good- |
looking and good-natured, they bad been |

= ““mll'n;

zens of Detmold. Princess Marle, for
her part, Jike 8 well-trained aspirant for
a petty German XEingdom, lived quite a
domestic - Mfe, visited the sick ia the
bospitals, beaded subseription lists to ald

| afford te

_the poverty-stricken Detmolders and is |

today undoubtedly the mest popular indi- !

vidual in the little kingdom.
In fact, white ft is also a personal

triomph for these two that the will of |

the War Lord of Germany was thwarted
and his favorite sister is still without a

throne to pose wpon, the real triumph Is ‘

due to the sturdy burghers of Detmold,
yho to;' six days and mnights surrounded
the coupell chamber, made long and
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the angust son of the Emperor bimself,
the Germap Crown Prince, who Is sbhort-

| Iy to marry the Princess Ceeilie af Meck-
| lenberg-Schwerin.

German royal circles of all |
| shades ard degrees of Impeortanece cannot
bave the Reichgericht upbold |

In -fact,

the Emperor in his position as half a
dozen or more important reigning fami-
lies canpot go back ‘more than four or
five generations without raznning Into

| some ancestors who, while eatirely re-

spectable and decided aristocratical, were
nevertheless not members of the families

mentioned in the early part of this artl- |

cle as having once reiguned, but pow belng
without a kingdom.

Other Thrones Are Threatened.

if the fact that Count von Lippe-Bels-
terfeld’s progenitors belonged only to the
petite noblesse deprives him of the right to
rule, the son of the present Germar Em-
peror is in the same position, for the

grandfather of the Kaiserin, Duke Chris- |

tian August, married the Countess Luilse-

-

German royai families, and as the Crown
Prince is to take & German bdride, some of
the mewspapers suggest that the empire Is
being cemented by the Hohenzollernizing
of the ruling bouses af other states.

The German newspapers, for the most
part, despite their dread of the Empero’'s
might and the danger of being shut up
over night for insulting bis Imperial Maj-
esty, bhave guyed Willlam strongly and
made much fun cover the Lippe-Detmold
controversy, heading their dispatches as
though from a war gzome; but at Detmold
public meetings graveiy discuss what Is
salled the assaunit on the constitutional
rights of the principality, and anvounces
determination Dot to let the Prussiay
King or Bundesrath impalr thelr sover
eign rights.

Will the Reichgerit Assemble?

The appeal to the Reichgericht, If made
by Prince Adolpbus, while spectacuiar and
romantic, going back as it does Into the
kingly rights of the families which bave
ruled Europe for five or six hundred years,
s mot a hopeful propesition from an im-
perial standpoint.

in the frst place, this Imperial court
of justice is composed entirely of petty
kings and princes, each of whom is per
sonally eternally on the outlook to keep
the Emperor from treading on his own
royal toes. S6 that an attempt on the
part of the Emperor to jostle one of thelr
own number will receive scant support.

King George of Savony, who presided
over this court of German kings In. 1895,
has, to the relief of his subjects, departed
this life. Who would take bis place In
case the Relchzericht was reassembied by
the Emperor was problematical. Leopoid
of Bavaria would 8l the biil with dignity,
as he and the Emperor avold each other
as much as possible, but be would Dot
suit the Berlin end of the controversy.

However, it is'to be boped that the
world in general will not be debarred from
reading about the romantic and artisto-

| eratical functions of this confedersey of

| statesmen

kings, and If they are fipally called to-
gether the “moving picture man and the
American tourist abroad might be ex-
pected to fiock by the thousands to the
seat of thelr deilberations,

Japan’s Work In
Korea.

Much -attention is at present directed
in the Far East to the Korean problem.
The question may be said to have oc-
cupied a place in the minds of Japanese
and of Japanese publicists

| during the past 2 years, but, as is often

|

the case, it was recently dragged into
sudden prominence by a fortuitous incl.
dent.

Korea Is In the happy position of be-
ing an exception to the economic law
that population presses upon the limits
of sustenance. There is no eother pres-
sure In the peninsular empire. Hundreds
of thousands of acres of land lie fallow,
which, without much difficulty, might be
made bread-producing. The contrast be-
tween Korea and Japan dm that respect
forcibly illustrate the effects of thelr
different administrative systems. In thé
one country, industry finds every en-

| couragement, in the other every deter-

rent.

Certainly, even in Japan, the moors

| and forests held by the state or by the

throne will one day bDe a much mors
valuable asset than they are now, but

! c0 far as land accessible to private en-
| terprise is concerned agriculture has ap-

propriated every spot within reach. In
Korea, on the contrary, there has Deen
during the past twe decades a steady
decline in the already restricted food-
stuff producing area, and while the
Japanese are constantly confronted by
the danger of not being able to grow
rice enough for their daily needs, they
witness within their neighbor’s bounda.
! ries the tantalizing spectacle of large
tracts of land capable of cuitivation
neglected and falling imto still greater
neglect.

Curious Facts About

| Daneskjold-Samsoe, a member of enly a |

stupié-speeches fn the streets, built boo- |
fires and talked about buiflding barricades |

until the Emperor's agent was compelled

to repack into his valise his goiden crosses |

and diamond-stodded decorations and

|

slipped across the Lippe-Detmold fron- |

tier. some eight miles away.
How the bottom Fell Out.

With the departure of Count Welssen-
feld the bottom fell out of the Emperor's
plot to seat Adoiphus on the throne. The

petite Doblesse.
the right of succession of the German
Crown Prinee. So weli Is this understood

that the Bundesrath, at a4 recent meeting, |
strongly opposed Emperor Willlam's posi- |
| tion, asserting that gthe people of Lippe

pad a right to be beard In regard to the

{ matter.

Bavaria !s especlally anxious regarding

| thel outcome of the Lippe controversy.

conncll, no longer bewildered by the blaze |

of jeweled presents from the Emperor,
yieldeg to ‘the popular clamor fer Count
Leopold and daclared him elected to suc-
ceed bis father, Count Erast. Tbhus twice
inside of & decade Ewmperor Willlam bad
attempted to force the sovereign on this
little principaiity, aucd twice the Em-
peror's eandidate has been forced to keep
his coronation robes in camphor and care-
fully pack away his vnworn crown In the

sonal in  this case, bas poWw
threstened to prove a boomérang comicg
towerds u}e—amm

The guestion of successidmsof Prince Lad-
wig, the son of the present regeant, Prince
Luitpold, may soon come up, owing to the
regent's advanced age. It is aiso said that

the “unegual birth™ eof Count von Lippe- |

Beisterfeid affects the house of Saxe-Mein-

- for Count Leopold : sister Adelheide

married Prioce Friedrich of Saze -Meln-
ingen.

The femily now reigning which would
be the pedrest touch by any further at.
tempt on the part of the Emperor to drive
Count Leopold from bis kingdom would
pe that which now rules in Saxe Mein-

Meiningen, who. married Adeibheide, Count
Leopoid's sister. Friedrich’s eider brother,

This, of course, affects |

India.

To be a beggar In India is to De &
| member of an officially recognized pro-
| fession _ for in a volume of statistics
! relating to the Indian Empire from
‘ms-m:oxsuz—mnuwed,mm
| number of nonreligious begsars is
}Z.CB.IIS. of whom 1512475 are males
lumhercunomnemmtnhw
ivolume. which reduces the country, its
!
i

| that in 1502 23300 criminals were Sef-
tenced to be whipped. Over 24,000 per-
sons are annually killed by wiid ani-
mulmdmmehrserpom»




